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1 August 1853

Holland, Michigan

Elder Appeldoorn opened this meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church of
Holland with prayer. Others present were the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, elders
Hekhuis, and Jonker and deacons, de Weerd, Wilterdink, Keppel, and Plugger. One
matter was to hear the report of a committee that the evil rumors about Brother Van de
Luijster were not true. The question arose whether a widow should marry before nine
months passed after her husband's death. It was concluded that the remarriage of a
widow not be approved before nine months had passed. Van Raalte again served as the
clerk.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 65-67.
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sermons preached. There is discussion about what everyone must avoid, so that he may
work more profitably in the congregation.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Jonkers requests that the pastor always give timely information
concerning his absence from the congregation, so that appropriate measures can be taken
for a good reading sermon. The pastor promises to do so, and lay readers were chosen,
consisting of Brothers Labots, Plugger, and Broek.
ARTICLE 7 — Complaints concerning Brother van der Leijster were presented, centering
in his failure to hold to agreed contracts and insincerity. The Brothers Broek and Keppel
were requested to handle this matter.
ARTICLE 8— It was decided that the public accounting of the church finances will be
presented on New Year's Day.
ARTICLE 9 — The meeting was closed with a prayer of thanksgiving by Brother Broek.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on August 1, 1853

Present were Elders Appeldoorn, Hekhuis, and Jonker, as well as Deacons de Weerd,
Wilterdink, Keppel, and Plugger, as well as Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Appeldoorn, after which
the minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Concerning the complaint and the evil rumors about Brother van
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de Luijster. Brother Keppel reports that their investigation had revealed that the rumors
were not true. All agree to let the matter rest.
ARTICLE 3 — Van de Luijster, who has been invited to speak in Zeeland, asks if it would
be appropriate to invite him also in this congregation. After extensive discussion, this
was rejected on the grounds that it is not possible for him to obtain respect in any other
assembly. There is the fear that granting his request would not lead to edification but
rather to division and controversy, even though some members would like to hear him
speak in public.
ARTICLE 4 — The question is raised whether it is honorable, loving, and edifying that a
widow should remarry nine months after the death of her husband. It is decided that,
although such a woman could not be called an adulteress by becoming the wife of
another man, nevertheless she is free from the law as far as her former husband is
concerned. However, although it is permissible, in connection with the seventh
commandment, such a marriage cannot lead to edification, and it is in conflict with
everything that is of good report. Such an untimely marriage in which the death bed is
changed to the nuptial bed, or
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the garment of mourning is exchanged for the bridal array, it is the judgment of the
consistory that such situations ought to be banned from the congregation.
ARTICLE 5 — A complaint from Mulder, who is living outside of the congregation,
asserts that Schrader, a member, has not been properly admonished in the controversy
with him. Rev. van Raalte indicates that he had brought the disputing parties close to
reconciliation, and that the land had already been designated. However, at that time,
further controversy developed concerning the payment of tax monies on the abovementioned lands. This controversy he could not mediate.
ARTICLE 6 — A membership statement from Zeeland was received for Spelder.
ARTICLE 7 — The meeting was closed by Brother Jonker.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting held on August 22, 1853

Present were Elders Broek, van Appeldoorn, Hekhuis, Jonker, Labots; Deacons de
Weerd, Wilterdink, Keppel; and Rev. van Raalte.

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Hendrikje Verbeek, born Rijdsema, accepts her baptismal responsibility
by confessing her faith, and is admitted to the Lord's Supper. She is commended to the
Lord in prayer.
ARTICLE 3 — A member Jan Laarman brings a complaint against
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